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Tristan da Cnnha was named after the Portuguese admiral
who discovered the islands in 1506. There was no permanent
settlement until 1816 when Britain took possession of the
island and garrisoned it for a short while. On the with-
drawal of the garrison in the following year, William Glass,
an artillery corporal, and his wife, with several ex-naval
men, elected to remain, and this small band being joined by
shipwrecked sailors and getting wives from St. Helena, were
the founders of the present community, which now numbers
some 200 souls. Cattle are kept, potatoes (the staple food) and
some fruits are grown, and fish is caught, but for everything
else the islanders are dependent on rare ships* visits. During
the war, the island was a naval station, and this brought
many unaccustomed amenities and some problems. Fresh
blood is needed and migration must be encouraged. The
people's needs are looked after by a pastor sent out from
London.
THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
The Falkland islands and their outlying dependencies
stretch from the toe of South America to the Antarctic
circle. The main islands are East and West Falkland sepa-
rated by Falkland Sound and lying about 480 miles north-
east of Cape Horn and 1,000 miles south of Monte Video.
There are two groups of dependencies, the first comprising
the island of South Georgia with the South Orkney and
South Sandwich groups, and the second consisting of the
South Shetlands with Graham Land, which is part of the
main Antarctic Continent.
Before the cutting of the Panama Canal, when all vessels
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the eastern and
western seaboards of the Americas had to double Cape
Horn, the Falklands were more important than they are